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GALA 2018

Please join Dean Kamen and FIRST on

Cipriani | 55 Wall Street, NYC

6:00pm | Reception with Robots
7:00pm | Dinner and Program

HONORING

Jeff Bezos
Amazon, Blue Origin, Washington Post

Melissa Smith
Senior Experience Researcher, Google and FIRST Alumna

INSPIRE YOUNG MINDS TO REACH FOR THE STARS
Find out what's possible when we dream big and
work together to inspire the next generation of
innovators, technology leaders, and changemakers
here on Earth — and beyond.

F’“T firstinspires.org/gala







>FIRST PROGRAMS COMMUNITY WAYS TO HELP ABOUT Q DONATE

Board of Directors

Kelly Ortberg - Chairman; Former Chairman & CEO of Rockwell Collins and CEO of Collins Aerospace

Donald Bossi - Vice Chair; General Partner, Technology Venture Partners

Richard L. Clemmer - Vice Chair; Former Chief Executive Officer & President, NXP Semiconductors

Dr. Laurie Leshin - Vice Chair; Director, NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory

Dr. Vincent Wilczynski - Treasurer; Deputy Dean, Yale School of Engineering & Applied Science & James S. Tyler Director of the Center for Enginee
Chris Moore - Secretary; Chief Executive Officer, FIRST

Dean Kamen - Founder; President, DEKA Research & Development Corporation

Honored to have become a Board
Member, the first FIRST alum on the
Board of Directors, in 2021.

Ursula Burns - Chairwoman, Teneo

Leanne G. Caret - Executive Vice President and Senior Advisor, The Boeing Company

Dr. Robin N. Coger - Provost and Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, East Carolina University
Karen Horting - Executive Director & CEO, Society of Women Engineers
Dr. Paul E. Jacobs - Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, XCOM Labs, Inc.
Scott McKay - Former Executive Vice President & Chief Strategy Officer, Genworth Financial
Blake Moret - Chairman & CEO, Rockwell Automation
Martine Rothblatt - Chairperson, CEO & Founder, United Therapeutics
David Siegel - Co-Chairman, Two Sigma

- User Experience Research Manager, Google/Youtube
Raj Subramaniam - President & Chief Executive Officer, FedEx Corporation
Robert M. Tuttle - General Partner, 1848 Associates

General Janet Wolfenbarger - United States Air Force, Retired



PROGRAMS COMMUNITY WAYS TO HELP ABOUT Q DONATE FIND FIRST NEAR YOU

Dr. Melissa Smith
UX Research Lead, Google

Melissa Smith, PhD, is a tenured User Experience Researcher and manager at Google Workspace for the Playspace Labs team,
where she leads research for a multidisciplinary team innovating and building the next generation of workplace tools. Previously, she
held roles working on YouTube Music & Premium, improving YouTube creator monetization, and advancing the video watching
experience for the YouTube mobile app and desktop site.

Melissa is the first FIRST® alum on the Board, having participated as a student (FIRST® LEGO® League and FIRST® Robotics
Competition) and actively volunteered in various roles for the past 24+ years. Currently, Melissa is a Regional and Championship-
level Head Referee and part of the Greater San Francisco Region planning committees. She was the 2018 FIRST Inspire Gala Evelyn
Kamen "Rising Star" Award Recipient and the 2020 San Francisco Regional Volunteer of the Year Award recipient.

Melissa holds a B.S. in Psychology from the University of Central Florida and a PhD in Human Factors & Applied Cognitive
Psychology from George Mason University.

BRAND CONTACT US DONATE

F'Rs «a, FIND LOCAL SUPPORT FIRST STORE TERMS OF USE

PRIVACY POLICY SITE MAP REPORT A CONCERN
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But my
favorite
pastime?



Intensely memorizing
and then purging
robotics game rules

annually.
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High school senior Melissal



| wouldn't be who or

where | am without
FIRST Robotics.



Correction:

| wouldn’t be who or
where | am without
FIRST Robotics
mentors, old ond new,
who have shaped me
IN SO Many ways.



Surprisingly reunited with
my high school robotics
coach as a FIRST Board
member at 2023 Champs
(Literal tears)










Thank you,
mentors.






Mediator
Debater
Chauffeur
herapist
eacher
Chef
Fundraiser
Counselor
Engineer

Researcher Delivery driver
Instructor Construction

Advocate Builder
Referee Maker
Motivator Artist

Nurse Programmer
Comedian Learner
Coach Organizer

Interventionist Judge



We see you and we
wouldn't be here,
literally, without you.



| helped organized the
FIRST Mentor
Conference in 2023 as
Q resource and
opportunity for
mentors.
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GET LOCAL

GET INVOLVED

EVENTS

PROGRAMS

ABOUT

NE/C) FIRST




2018



This event is for you.
Make it yours.



And remember: just
being there is already
enough for your
students.



‘FIRST taught me how to work
cooperatively with people, how to ask for
helpo when | was stuck, how to help others
without ego or expectation, how to work
as a team member towards a goal that
benefits everyone, how to break down
complex problems into manageable
chunks, and how to explain complicated
topics and concepts in
easy-to-understand ways. All of these
skills | continue to actively use on a daily
basis and | credit learning them through
FIRST, from my mentors, at a young age
with my continued success in my career

endeavors.”
--Melissa Smith, PhD




Enjoy the
conferencel






| am very excited to still help out when | can, both because I truly believe in the impacts of this organization

and also because | think it is important for students coming behind me to see a black woman in tech who
benefited from FIRST and be able to chat with me - and for me to continue to be inspired by them.




STELLAR &

NAME
Melissa Smith

CAREER
User Experience Researcher at Google

EDUCATION
George Mason Universj

A ty (PhD, Human
Fac}ors & Applied Cognitive Psychology);
University of Central Florida (B.S. Psycho'logy}

TEAM
Team1251, TechTigers

zvggg((f})t:'lTEngD THE ORLANDO/FLORIDA REGIONAL
grade FLL student), 2004-2005 (with th i
Tl e (with the 408 RoboTicks) 2006-2007

HOW HAS WHAT YOU LEARNED IN FIRST HELP YOU SUCCEED IN YOUR CAREER?

FIRST taught me how to work cooperatively with people , how to work as a team mémber
towards a goal that benefits everyone, how to break down complex problems into manageable
chunks, and how to explain complicated topics and concepts in easy-to-understand waysg

All of these skills I continue to actively use on a daily basis and | credit learning them thrc;ugh
FIRST at a young age with my continued success in my career endeavors.

WHAT ARE OR HAVE YOU WORKED ON IN YOUR CAREER THATYOU ARE MOST PROUD OF?
Objectively, | am proud and humbled to have completed my PhD at age 26 (the youngestin
my program's recent history!) and to have been featured in the UCF 30 under 30 Alumni!
More personally, | am proud that | was able to convert my love for robotics into a tangible

research path and career, even if not in the traditional "engineering" sense. Though my work
the foundations of human-computer interaction

tumbled into via FIRST still inform my ongoing

chosen as a stellar alum for the 2018
Orlando Regional concisely sums up
what | gained from FIRST and why |

continue to help out!

“FIRST taught me how to work cooperatively with
people, how to work as a team member towards
a goal that benefits everyone, how to break down
complex problems into manageable chunks, and
how to explain complicated topics and concepts
in easy-to-understand ways. All of these skills |
continue to actively use on a daily basis and |
credit learning them through FIRST at a young
age with my continued success in my career

endeavors.”
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