
Hello & 
welcome to 
the NE 
FIRST 
Mentor 
Conference!



I’m 
Melissa.



I’m a PhD 
researcher 
for Google.





FIRST Global 2023, 
Singapore







Honored to have become a Board 
Member, the first FIRST alum on the 
Board of Directors, in 2021. 
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But my 
favorite 
pastime?



Intensely memorizing 
and then purging 
robotics game rules 
annually.
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High school senior Melissa!
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I wouldn’t be who or 
where I am without 
FIRST Robotics.



I wouldn’t be who or 
where I am without 
FIRST Robotics
mentors , old and new, 
who have shaped me 
in so many ways.

Correction: 



Surprisingly reunited with 
my high school robotics 
coach as a FIRST Board 
member at 2023 Champs 
(literal tears)







Thank you, 
mentors.





Mediator
Debater
Chauffeur
Therapist
Teacher
Chef
Fundraiser
Counselor
Engineer

Researcher
Instructor
Advocate
Referee
Motivator
Nurse
Comedian
Coach
Interventionist

Delivery driver
Construction
Builder
Maker
Artist
Programmer
Learner
Organizer
Judge



We see you and we 
wouldn’t be here, 
literally, without you.



I helped organized the 
FIRST Mentor 
Conference in 2023 as 
a resource and 
opportunity for 
mentors.
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This event is for you.
Make it yours. 



And remember: just 
being there is already 
enough for your 
students.



2019

“FIRST taught me how to work 
cooperatively with people, how to ask for 
help when I was stuck, how to help others 
without ego or expectation, how to work 
as a team member towards a goal that 
benefits everyone, how to break down 
complex problems into manageable 
chunks, and how to explain complicated 
topics and concepts in 
easy-to-understand ways. All of these 
skills I continue to actively use on a daily 
basis and I credit learning them through 
FIRST, from my mentors, at a young age 
with my continued success in my career 
endeavors.” 
--Melissa Smith, PhD



Enjoy the 
conference!





I am very excited to still help out when I can, both because I truly believe in the impacts of this organization 
and also because I think it is important for students coming behind me to see a black woman in tech who 
benefited from FIRST and be able to chat with me - and for me to continue to be inspired by them.



This description I gave when I was 
chosen as a stellar alum for the 2018 
Orlando Regional concisely sums up 
what I gained from FIRST and why I 
continue to help out!

“FIRST taught me how to work cooperatively with 
people, how to work as a team member towards 
a goal that benefits everyone, how to break down 
complex problems into manageable chunks, and 
how to explain complicated topics and concepts 
in easy-to-understand ways. All of these skills I 
continue to actively use on a daily basis and I 
credit learning them through FIRST at a young 
age with my continued success in my career 
endeavors.”



Interviewing Will.I.Am & Dean Kamen at 2023 FIRST Inspire Gala




